196       SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE  OP CREATION.

ture have failed, this has not the least bearing
on the Scripture doctrine. Any allusion to
such a belief may thus be set aside at once,
since it can only substitute a false issue for
the question really in debate. And this is
whether existing species grew, one out of
another, at some period immensely remote,
by some self-unfolding power of matter and
living things, or whether they wero formed,
each after its own kind, by the immediate
power and wisdom of the Living God.

The objection that no ono has witnessed a
special creation, if honestly made, implies a
singular confusion of thought. The ques-
tion is of the origin of species, which aro
known to have co-existed with mankind as far
back as records of human history extend.
Any hypothesis which placed their origin
within human observation would thus not only
contradict Scripture, but the simplest datum
of the scientific problem proposed. Alike ou
every view, of which tho falsehood is not wolf-
evident, the origin of species is before human
observation, and Beyond the range of dii'eet
historic record.

. All the evidence, which alone is possible
from the nature of the problem, confirms the
doctrine of Creation, First, it is directly